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After a slow start to this year which saw SWAT sales generally depressed, it is pleasing to 
see that work volumes have picked up and that we have been successful in securing work 
for packaging until the middle of next year.  The effort to secure work will have to continue as 
the market out there is extremely competitive and we are feeling the impact of increasing 
costs and a sluggish economy.  If you know of a company or organization that is looking for 
high quality on time services at a competitive price, please let us know. 
 

We are pleased to annouce that C.H.O.I.C.E.S now have (7) new Heat Pumps installed this 
month to help combat the cold.     
 

We look forward to continuing to work closely with our employees and all of the SWAT 
stakeholders as we move through some trying times. 
 
Before I close I would, again, take this opportunity to thank my staff for their initiatives and 
their support through this year.  

MINISTERIAL VISIT 
MP’s catch up with Achievement Centre Team 

On Wednesday, 08 July 2009 the Hon.Paula Bennett, Minister of Social  Development and the 
Louise Upston MP for Taupo called in on the Achievement Centre to see at first hand the 
programmes that have been developed for local people with disabilities. 

The MP’s learnt about the work skills and 
personal goals that the clients and employees 
were encouraged to develop  via the Business 
Units, Community participation programmes 
and Residential Services care. 

Russell Ensor said, “The visit was much 
appreciated and provided the opportunity to 
discuss with the Parliamentarians the 
challenges that face our organisation. 

Morning tea was provided in the Main Office. 
Gerry Crosby (Trustee) and David Foote 
(Deputy Chair) where also on site for the 
occasion and  to represent the Board of 
Trustees. 

From left to right Gerry Crosby (Trustee) Cathy Crosby, Louise Upston - MP for Taupo, David Foote 
(Deputy Chair), Hon. Paula Bennett -  Minister of Social Development and Russell Ensor  (General 
Manager) 
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FAREWELLED ON FRIDAY,  10 JULY, 2009 

Like all good self-respecting ducks,  Rod has flown south for winter - and he has planned to 
stop over for a summer or two as well. Yes, after two and a half years Rod has decided to 
leave SWAT and concentrate his efforts in 
his hometown of Taupo. 

Rod made these comments just before he 
'flew off.' 

Over the last week,  I have been thinking 
about 'Life after working at the Centre' – and 
I will really and truly miss the immense 
enjoyment of being 'part of the family', the 
'graunching and grinding' to get new work 
and challenges of working with the 'Boss' – 
what's his name ? 

Also:  Welcome to two New Staff Members this year 

 

WE would  like to Welcome -  Song Young into 
our fold as PayRoll Officer. 

If you want to query anything about your Wages, 
Holidays owing or Sick Days owing, or needing to 
apply for Annual Leave,   

Song is in the Office Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesdays from 9:00 am - 3:00 pm. 

Recycling - New  Driver: 

 Right: 
Recycling has acquired a new Driver this 
year,  Terae Kiikoro (Alias Mr Te).   He has 
taken over 'Shanes Team' of  'Experienced 
Capable Workers'  - Leah Matetaka, Robbie 
Hinkes & Willie Rollo.  He has slotted in well 
with all the Employees and Staff in 
Recycling out in the recycling yard. 
We hope your stay will be long and 
rewarding! 

 

ROD ASHCROFT GOES SOUTH – 

   NEWS  FLASH:     

Just before  PRINTING we where informed that  MELONIE  GARDINER   is  (1) of the (30) 

FINALIST  for the  'TELECOM  ARTS  AWARDS'  with her 3D - TALKING  POLES 
ENTRY.              She will be required to attend the finals in WELLINGTON on  SEPTEMBER 

23rd.    

We all wish her LUCK and WELL  DONE achieving the FINALS. 
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 continued: 

A lovely gesture by Creative Arts attendees was a gift to both women of a personalised 
apron and specially crafted artwork as a reminder of their fleeting visit to the Achievement 

Centre. 

Above Left:   Val Wilson, Creative Art client,  presents Louise Upston, MP a gift of a beautiful brooch 
and wooden craftwork she has personally created to commemorate the Ministers’ visit. 

Above Right:   Jane Emerson, Creative Art client/employee,  presents Hon. Paula Bennett with a gift 
of personalised aprons (completed just in time for the visit) for the Minister and MP - a lovely brooch 

and picture stand.From the Gossip Columns of :  CREATIVE ARTS 

FIELD DAYS 

The time came when all the hard work on the        
' Field Days, Window Display'  had been 
finished, beams on everyone's faces and we all 
waited for the judges to come and 'do their 
thing.' 

The waiting didn't last long and with huge 
cheers all round we won “The most innovative” 
window display.  The prize was free tickets for 
the Art Group to attend the Field days. 

So, the day came when the Van was full of 
people 'all bright eyed and bushy tailed' and it 
was off to Hamilton, we go! 

The heights of the day were meeting up with old friends, seeing the marvellous exhibition 
stands and trying to find our van at the end of the day in the 'sea of other vehicles.' 

“GUNG-HO” EXHIBITION 

The origin of a “Gung Ho” Exhibition was during 
World War 2 by none other than the Americans. 
It was a 'getting together' of enthusiastic 
creative people and this is exactly what 
Creative Arts was able to do during March 
2009. 

Our stunning clients and the team put on a 
'spiffing' show and much of the art and craft 
pieces on display was appreciated by the 
general public. 
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RECYCLING: 

The recycling yard now has a New 'Yard Manager', Shane Wood.   Since Shane has taken 
over the yard things are showing signs of his organisation skills and efficiency. 

Thus, finding more space for storage once things where cleared or removed after been 
sitting in the yard for weeks, months or years! 

He would like to thank his team for all their efforts 
which helps make his job easier. 

Having to contented with equipment and 
machinery break downs in the yard, things can get 
a bit frustrating, but this is part of 'A  days work in 
the Yard'. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TRADES & KINDLING:From Teina & his 
gang 

With one of the coldest winters upon us this has put 
a lot of pressure on the gang in Trades and 
Kindling. 

About 400 – 450 boxes of Packed Kindling goes out 
from the Kindling area alone in (1) week. 

On top of this, there has been a big  demand for 
Firewood from the local community.   This also, 
adds to their work load.  This year our firewood 
supply is a stock pile of old pallets, which has to be 
cut down and bagged before it can go out to the 
customers. 

On a good day they can cut and produce about 3 
bags of firewood.   This is delivered at the end of 
each day if & when trucks are available after 
theyhave completed the Kerbside pickups 

 Top: John Brown, David Hanks & John C   

working in the  Cardboard area. 

  Left:  Paddy, Hemara help with yard clean up. 

  Below: A proud moment for Peter Buckeridge 

as  Teina sews  up a bag of Crushed Cans which  

Peter  crushed  all by himself. 

 Photo Left: 
 Two 'Happy Can Crushers' at Work: 

 John Warnock & Timothy Miller 
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TELECOM ART AWARDS 

We entered the 2009 competition and an impressive range of works including 3-D, Abstract 
and wildlife were entered. 

Congratula tions: 

Dianne Brown recently celebrated her 60th Birthday with all of her family and friends from 
SWAT,  the hospitality was simply legendary. 

 

 Above Left:   Dianne with one of the Gifts made and given to her from her friends from Creative Arts. 

Above Right: Donated art was appreciated by the Heart Foundation as the auction fetched a whopping 

$585Coming Events include: 

 Variety Show 31 August (See Rachael for more details) 

 ArtsFest October 2009 

 Christmas Parade in December (How original !) 

 

 Budding Artists 

Please  FEED ME !!!! 

Pool Therapy – Local Pools Di's 60th Birthday 
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C.H.O.I.C.E..S 
Since our last NewsLetter, a great deal has happened at  

C.H.O.I.C.E.S 

We have regrettably, farewelled, two of our well like staff 
members and friends' Debbie Best and Anna Riddick 

who will be missed by all C.H.O.I.C.E.S  clients and 

staff.    
But, we have also gained two New Staff Members, a warm welcome to Michelle and 
Sheryll, who have joined our team. 
Our Programme is exceptionally busy with a variety of activities that clients want to 
experience and feel proud of themselves when completed. 

 

Clients   from  C.H.O.I.C.E.S   have joined the  Monday 'Karaoke'  sessions at the 

Cosmopolitan Club.  Really great fun and the 
clients give it their all, even singing solos. 
Great Community Participation,  meeting 
new people & Guess  what? They even won  
'Best Singers' one Monday. 
Awesome thumbs up!!!! 

A  busy  month  in  March  and  April   making 
poppies  for   ANZAC  DAY,  which  all  clients 
participated in.    All Clients worked to the  
best of their  ability.   It was great to be able to 
help the local Community and all clients 
enjoyed this activity. 

 

 

 Photo Above: 

 Monday  Karaoke sessions attended by      

Angelene, Brett and Lisa at the Cossie Club. 

Photo Left: 

Angelene working on Anzac Day poppies. 

She said, 140 poppies, lets start NOW!!!! 

Photo Below: 1 & 2 

  Joy making Musical 

Instrument & 

  The Instrument a ' Rainmaker 

' 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

3 



 

PACKAGING: From GAIL BOMFORD and Crew 

Our Story: 

This is a story, a very special story,  that will tell you all our secrets.   If you listen closely,  you will hear 
them all, so listen up.    I will only say this 'Three times'. 

Sometimes, you may see us working hard, other times we work in slow motion.    We look like we are 
asleep, but we are hiding from the big wide world. 

When we do our ' stuff '  that travels around the world more than us, with no passports, we always 
celebrate with a party.   Love the music, the 
singing, even try dancing sometimes, others love 
the pool tables cause not many can play poker 
except one!   Others just love to talk all day! 

It's new,  it's different,  it's frustrating,  but we get it 
right eventually! 

We always have someone famous turn up at 
some stage of our day.  Somebody will see them, 
someone won't.    Something's you wish weren't 
true,  but others you just smile and walk away. 

The Joker and Imagination,  almost always make 
an appearance,  whether they are invited or not.   

The smallest office,  not much room to have a cat 
with you,  let alone swing it around.    It is very 
popular, to escape from work and to have the 
occasional party.    But,  not many visit cause it's 
never heated,  but that never stops the power naps. 

We become black and blue from the splinters and all 
the small cushions are quiet lumpy.   No good for 
sleeping on!     If you are ever offered our ice cream,  
the taste would be quiet atrocious.    Even our 
grenades are fizzers, but still have a large spring in 
our step. 

We have a lot of caps,  too many to wear so we will 
plant them in our buckets and hope our roses turn 
up soon. 

We all get hooked up, even tied up, but all 
stick together with the bestest Rubber Bands. 

Submitted by:  Nacole Win (Packaging) 

Out and 

About!! 
 

Packaging 

Team enjoying 

a bit of 

Down Time 

from Work 

 Some went Out & About on C.P. Trips.  Some tried     

Tai Chi and others played Cricket. 
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OPTIONS  Flat 8: 

Alice is teaching Health and Safety at Flat 8. 

These classes are going very well. It will not be too long until the first group of students will 
complete the Health and Safety course. 
 
The ones that are completing the course at the moment are from the packaging area and it 
is awesome to see that they already know most of what is being taught.    This shows that 
they the employees and staff  are actively reinforcing the rules of Health and Safety in the 
Packaging area so well done Gail, Nacole and Margie. Keep up the good work!!! 

 

Lawns from Robbie Cannon 
 
Robbie and his crew (John Brown, Ethan Davis and Glen Thomas) have been busy this year 
with the ever growing Lawn List from  the communty.   With the on set of winter the volume is 
not as much, so John, Ethan and Glen have been helping in the Cardboard Area. 
 
Robbie will be starting the 'Slink Pick Ups'  from the farms around the South Waikato at the 
end of this month.    

 
 
 

 Left: 
 Finally completed, one of the many      

JigSaw Puzzels that Flat 8 has to          

occupy Carla, Francis and Dianne. 

 With the help of Visitors and Staff. 

   Right: 
   Sharon Cannon on a Break from 

her    Transporting Duty's – she's 

always on the go picking up and 

dropping off 

Clients to their 

Community Participation 

destinations, as well as out 

Delivering Recycling Calendars. 

Above: 
 This lady can be seen around the 

Recycling and Gardening Area. 

 This is Trish W 
(and yes, you might say, what another Trish!) 

 Trish W  has been doing Volunteer Work       

at the Centre, mainly in the 

    Vegetable Garden area. 
         

 

CLIENTS WHO HAVE MOVED & 

NEW CLIENTS for 2009 

 

  Two Clients have moved out of Tokoroa to be closer to their 

families.  They are Neil Smith  (C.H.O.I.C.E.S and Packaging) &  

Tracy McRoberts (Creative Arts).  Neil is now in Morrisonville  & 

Tracey is in Hamilton. 
 

Queenie Marsden arrived Oct 2008 and has now     left C.H.O.I.C.E.S  

in June 2009 & Glen Thomas          joined us earlier this year. 
 

We would like to Welcome Anya Maynard to  C.H.O.I.C.E.S  and 

hope she will make lots of
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